
 

March 2021 Level 2 Update at Murrays Bay Primary School 
Open to all students  

5 March 2021  

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

As you will be aware, New Zealand moves into Alert Level 2 at 6am on Sunday. Schools are 
open to all children from Monday 8 March. We are aware that some students have underlying 
health conditions that increase the risk of COVID-19 and they may be continuing to learn from 
home. If this is the case for your child, please contact Alice Andel on 
alice@murraysbay.school.nz to discuss a plan.  

Schools are not seen as mass gatherings so the restrictions are slightly different. To keep 
staff and students safe, schools have been asked to focus on:  
● high levels of hygiene  
● appropriate social distancing  
● careful Ministry of Health contact tracing (in case of a COVID-19 infection at school)  

Anyone visiting the school MUST sign in with our school QR code or on our hard copy contact 
registers located at each classroom and at the school office. Parents are requested to stay off 
the school site unless absolutely necessary.  

Level 2 will not look the same across all NZ schools. Health and Safety practices put in place 
will need to take into account things like the size of the school staff, numbers of students 
attending, building design and be specific for each school community. Following the guidelines 
from the Ministry of Health (MOH) and the Ministry of Education (MOE), and from reviewing the 
effectiveness of our practices during our last Level 2 period of time, practices at Murrays Bay 
Primary School in Level 2 will include:  

● NO PERSON WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE SCHOOL IF THEY ARE SICK OR FEELING 
UNWELL.  

● Parents are strongly encouraged NOT to come onto the school site to drop off or pick 
up their children. With the number of families we have, a large number of parents 
coming onto site at peak times will turn our safe school environment into a mass 
gathering and all the practices that we have put in place will not meet the Government 
requirements. This was proven to be highly effective during our Level 2 restrictions last 

 



 
year and we are very confident that pupils and the community will be able to continue 
this practice.  

● Children are to enter the school premises via Clematis Avenue, Aotearoa Terrace or 
across the bottom field. There is NO ACCESS via Murrays Bay Intermediate School in 
respect of helping to keep their school community safe. Please avoid walking through 
Murrays Bay Intermediate School site. It is important that when coming to school 
children social distance by not touching each other and staying out of each other's 
space.  

● Any parents or visitors who come on site during the school day will need to sign in at the 
office using the QR Code for contact tracing purposes. Those without a phone will need 
to register using the paper contact tracing register located at the front door. There will 
only be one visitor allowed in the office at a time. Social distancing of 1m must be 
adhered to if waiting outside the office. Any parents coming to school to pick up children 
or drop items off during school time MUST report to the office - classroom visits are not 
allowed.  

● Before school  
- We ask that children wash their hands just before they leave home.  
- Children MUST NOT be on-site before 8:30am. If you need childcare for your child 
prior to 8:30am, Carekids Before and After School Care is available onsite. Please 
phone Margaret on 0210582660 for further information.  
- Please do not walk into the school grounds with your child. Some of our senior students 
(Year 5 and 6) will be available to walk younger children up the hill to their classrooms 
from the Clematis Avenue and Aotearoa Terrace ‘Kiss and Wave’.  
- On arrival, children MUST go straight to their classroom and wash and sanitise 
their hands.  
- Playgrounds are NOT open for use before 9.00am.  

● After school  
- We will ensure that children wash and sanitise their hands just before they leave 
school.  
- Children must leave the school site as soon as they have been dismissed. If you are 
picking them up from school, please ensure that you are on time. If you need 
childcare for your child from 3:00pm onwards, Carekids Before and After School Care 
is available onsite. Please phone Maragret on 0210582660 for further information. 
- Please do not walk into the school grounds to pick up your child. Some of our senior 
students (Year 5 and 6) will be available to walk younger children from their 
classrooms down the hill to the Clematis Avenue and Aotearoa Terrace ‘Kiss and 

 



 
Wave’. - Please make a plan with your child for pick up time. Choose a place that you 
will meet them, out of school grounds, at 3:00pm. Please ensure you maintain 
physical distancing with other parents at drop off and pick up times.  
- Playgrounds are NOT open for use after 3:00pm and the school site needs to be 
clear by 3:20pm.  

● During school  
- Protocols around hand washing, social distancing and coughing and sneezing etiquette 
will be followed alongside reminders of staying out of each other’s space and not 
touching each other. The school will be split in half for Morning Tea and Lunch Time 
breaks to ease congestion in bathrooms and allow more space for playing at a safer 
distance.  
- Parents will not be invited to assemblies. There will be no whole school assemblies 
and our Junior and Senior RESPECT awards will be announced over the airwaves and 
children invited to come to collect their certificate from the office. Year Group assemblies 
will be held in the hall to enable distancing between children.  
- Cleaning and disinfecting of high touch surfaces will be carried out at regular intervals 
during the day.  
- Sports equipment and the playgrounds will be available for PE and at break times 
with students washing their hands before and after every use.  
- All water fountains will be out of use so please ensure that your child brings a 
named, full water bottle to school each day (these can be refilled using the tap inside 
the classroom if necessary).  

I would like to say a huge thank you to our Murrays Bay Primary School community for 
continuing the principles and discipline of Level 3 into Level 2, especially around us not being 
able to welcome you on site at the start and end of the school day as we usually do. We are 
all hoping that we can move forward and get back to ‘normal’ as safely and quickly as 
possible.  
 

We look forward to having your children back with us at school. 

Kind regards, 
 
 
Hayden Iles  
Principal 

 
 

 


