
 
15 February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Caregivers, 
 
As Auckland is now at Alert Level 3, remote learning will be provided for your child for Tuesday 
and Wednesday of this week. As our children and their teachers have only been together for 
four days, they are still getting to know each other. The remote learning over the next couple of 
days will be a mini programme based on learning that has already started in the classroom. This 
will include a range of Literacy, Maths and Topic based activities. 
 
We understand that not every student will have access to a device during this interim period, not 
all of the activities will require a device. Should the period of Alert Level 3 be extended, we have 
a system in place to support students without a device.  
 
Of significant importance to all is the interaction between children and their teachers. This is 
important to the wellbeing of not only our students’ learning but also the wellbeing of our 
Murrays Bay community. Each morning, your child’s class teacher will hold a catch-up session 
via video platforms at the following times: 

  
  9:00-9:30 Year 0/1 
  9:30-10:00 Year 2 
10:00-10:30 Year 3 
10:30-11:00 Year 4 
11:00-11:30 Year 5 
11:30-12:00 Year 6 

 
Please bear in mind that these sessions are only for communication between teacher and 
child. Therefore, whilst parents may need to help set up and open this session, we ask that 
once joined you turn off your microphone to allow the teacher to talk to all children.  
 
When live streaming, teachers have the ability to mute audio and video of those on the group 
chat. However, we would like to ask parents to please talk to their children about the following 
points related to being present during a live streaming session. 
 

● If you wish to attend please be on time. 
● Make sure that your child is dressed appropriately. 
● Sit upright, no slouching or leaning backwards - as they would be in class 
● Place your device so that your background is a solid wall or curtain. 

 



 
● Make sure that you are seated in a place where no one will walk behind you and be 

visible to others in the meeting. (essential to ensure online safety) 
● The only person that should appear in the meeting is the child. One exception is if you 

have a sibling who is in the same year group as you and needs to be at the same 
meeting. 

● The teacher may mute everyone and only allow one person to speak at a time. 
● Any comments must be positive. 

 
This ‘live streaming forum’ is NOT to be used as a question and answer session for parents. 
Should you have any questions (similar to our last lockdown) please email your child’s teacher 
for clarification. If you have any technical difficulties related to your child attending a live stream 
session, please contact the following people who will endeavour to provide you with as much 
support as possible. 
 

Paul Hoffman ( paul@murraysbay.school.nz ) 
Kate Payne ( kate@murraysbay.school.nz ) 
Lainey Mills ( lainey@murraysbay.school.nz ) 

 
Your child’s teacher will contact you via email today (Monday 15th February) as a start to 
the remote learning programme. They will also be available to address any queries  you or your 
child may have from 1.00pm - 1.45pm. 
 
As was mentioned during our last lockdown and duration of remote learning, we understand that 
each day you will be trying to work, parent and teach. You can’t do all of these things at the 
same time and we do not expect you to do so. Where possible keep it fun and just do what you 
can.  Try to get plenty of fresh air and keep your children moving!  
 
During Level 3, school is open only for children of families who need it (those whose 
parents/caregivers need to work away from home).  
 
Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure that your child’s learning continues during 
this time.  Please remember to be kind to yourself and your family.  We look forward to 
connecting with you over the next few days. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Hayden Iles 
Principal 
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