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Our school motto "Choose 
to Excel" stands true for all 
that we do and who we are 
in all aspects of our lives.  

We must be proud of who 
we are and what we can 
achieve. 
"Choose to Excel" is not just 
for students, it is for 
teachers and parents too.   

We describe our motto as 
choosing to do our 
personal best in everything 
we do. 
   Our Mission Statement 

 "WE AIM TO BE AN 
EXCELLENT SCHOOL" 

TRANSITION TO 
SCHOOL

N e w s l e t t e r

Welcome 
We look forward to a successful relationship with you and your child 
on this important learning journey they have begun. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

If you are new to Murrays Bay School and new to Room Thirteen or 
Fourteen, you should have received an enrolment pack from the school 

office.  This pack contains the stationery, uniform lists and other 
important information you may need.

School begins at 8:55am and finishes at 3.00pm.
However, children may arrive from 8:30, hang their bags up and go 

outside to play until 8.55am. It is very unsettling for children to arrive at 
school after the learning programme has begun.  Please be mindful of 

the traffic in and around the school car park to ensure your child arrives 
in good time.

A weekly school newsletter is available online.  It is essential that your correct 
email address is given to the office to ensure you receive notification of this 
newsletter. 

Murrays Bay School 
Telephone: 09 478-6239 
Website: 
www.murraysbay.school.nz 

Transition to School Team 
Members 
Room 13 - Theresa Wells 
theresa@murraysbay.school.nz 
Room 14 - Natasha McMurdo 
natasha@murraysbay.school.nz 

Year 1 Team Members 
Room 1 - Amy Lloyd 
amy@murraysbay.school.nz 
Room2 - Jules McCourt 
jules@murraysbay.school.nz 
Room 3 - Rhonda van der Meij  
rhonda@murraysbay.school.nz 
Room 15 - Samantha Ethell 
samantha@murraysbay.school.nz

Term Dates for 2016 
Term 1 3 February - 15 April 
Term 2 2 May - 8  July 
Term 3 25 July - 23 September 
Term 4 10 October - 15 
December

http://www.murraysbay.school.nz
mailto:theresa@murraysbay.school.nz
mailto:natasha@murraysbay.school.nz
mailto:amy@murraysbay.school.nz
mailto:jules@murraysbay.school.nz?subject=
mailto:rhonda@murraysbay.school.nz?subject=
mailto:samantha@murraysbay.school.nz?subject=
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PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAMME 

PMP equipment sessions commence during 
week 1 and run on each day of the week, 

except for Fridays, from 9 - 10.30.  This is to 
allow the Transition and all Year Ones to 

attend two sessions a week. 

We desperately need adult assistance for 
these sessions.  If you can assist or know 

someone who can, please tell your child’s 
teacher.  We do offer training.   

REAL LEARNING FOCUS FOR THE TERM 

Maori Culture & Matariki will be a focus for 
the students during the first half of the term.  
The Matariki festival is during Week 6 . 

SPACE - TO INFINITY AND BEYOND will be 

the focus for the students towards the end of 
the term. We will be learning about what is 
beyond the clouds and sharing our ideas 
about time and seasons. 

The contexts through which we shall be 
learning will involve development in the key 
competencies and the following skills:- 

Participating & Contributing 
Communication - communicating confidently 
and competently by listening and speaking. 

Using Language, Symbols & Texts 
Information - organising and presenting 
information clearly. 

Using Language, Symbols & Texts 
Numeracy - estimating and organising 
information logically. 

Thinking 
Problem solving - thinking creatively and 
exercising imagination, and making 
connections and establishing relationships.  

Relating to Others 
Social & co-operative - developing good 
 relationships with others and working in co-
operative ways. 

Managing Self 
Self-management & competitive - achieving 
personal goals and showing perseverance. 

LEARNING PROGRAMMES
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If your child is new to school this month, he/she may follow a programme of learning the 
foundations in preparation for the formal learning of literacy and maths. Thereafter, he/she will 
follow a similar programme to the “older” five year olds.   

At Murrays Bay School we believe it is unfair to ask a child to do something their minds and 
bodies are not prepared for.  We believe that if a child is first organised physically and mentally, 
there is a correlated improvement in perceptual abilities and this makes learning and teaching 
more effective.  Academic tasks in general and specifically the tasks of learning to read and 
write demand skills in the form of perceptual motor abilities.  For this reason the focus in the 
Transition rooms is on the foundation skills. A weekly letter will inform you what perceptual skills 
your child is learning. 

Children are active learners and learn best through movement activities.  For this reason our 
programme is full of movement!  We take part in daily sessions of “Physical Activities” to get our 
bodies ready for learning as a well as daily “Brain Gym” to get our brains ready for learning.  We 
take part in the Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP) four times a week.  This programme helps to 
develop many skills, through different movement activities involving balancing, climbing, crawling, 
marching, throwing, catching, jumping, spinning.  These activities help prepare our children’s 
bodies for formal learning as well as to create faster thinking skills. Each teacher has the 
programme of how best to develop these skills.  We follow “Smart Words A - Foundation 
Skills” (aims to develop the foundation skills for effective literacy skills); “Magic 
Caterpillar” (for learning the correct letter formation for writing); “Numeracy” (for learning 
counting, ordering forwards and backwards, numbers before and after, adding & taking away, 
making groups of and sharing).    

For the above reasons your child may not receive a home reading book or home writing learning 
tasks while in the Transition rooms.  However, a balanced and comprehensive foundation reading 
and writing skills programme that you will find in the Transition rooms includes: 

Being read to, with and by using big books, library books, interactive whiteboard & internet 
stories etc.  The children will actively participate in reading these.  Poems and Nursery Rhymes 
become familiar to the children as they actively read and recite them.  The children most 
importantly, are able to see themselves as a reader.  Poems or Nursery Rhymes will be brought 
home weekly to be read and shared with you.   

Modelled writing introducing specific writing skills, along with alphabet letter name and sound 
recognition will be part of our day to allow the children to develop an understanding how we write 
words.  Fine Motor development to develop a strong pencil grip ready for formal writing will be 
practised daily. In the weekly letter, you will be given ideas of what you can do to assist your 
child develop their skills.  

LEARNING 
TRANSITION PROGRAMME 
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LEARNING PROGRAMMES

LEARNING PROGRAMMES 
Twice a week all the Transition and Year 

One children follow an “active learning rotation 
programme” where the children participate in 
four different activities in groups.   This term 
they will learn how to participate successfully 
in activities learning about body parts and 
directional language; learning artistic skills, 
through dance, understanding and learning 
about Maori Culture and our social and 
emotional development programme “You Can Do 
It” where the children meet various puppets 
who encourage them to develop their 
conf idence , res i l i ence , organ i sat ion , 
persistence and getting along skills. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
A daily fitness programme is part of our 

curriculum.  Please ensure that shoes and clothing 

are named.   

SUN HATS 
We have a “No hat, no play policy.”  As part of our 

“Sunsafe Policy” we are required to wear a hat 

outside during Terms 1 and 4.  Please ensure your 

child’s hat is named and encourage them to wear it 

to and from school. 

LUNCHES & MORNING TEA Children can 

become very hungry during the day at school.   

Please  ensure that they have plenty to eat.  

We encourage children to drink water at school 

rather than juice.  We shall be encouraging the 

children to snack on healthy “brain” foods during 

the day.  We ask that you consider foods such as 

raw vegetables, fruit pieces, dried fruit, nuts or 

plain popcorn to support this, however, please be 

mindful of nut allergies in your child’s class.  Please 

avoid chocolate, lollies or brightly coloured foods.  

All uneaten food, peels, wrappers etc. are taken 

home by the children to enable you and the 

teachers to monitor their eating.  A suitable, 

named lunch box is needed. Subway lunch orders 

are available every day and Pita lunch orders on 

Wednesdays and Fridays. Orders need to be placed 

by 9am.  The order envelopes will be available from 

your child’s classroom or the office. NB: Please let 

your classroom teacher know if you are placing a 

lunch order. 

LOST PROPERTY 

 We collect a lot of “lost” un-named items of 

clothing during a school week, which is why we ask 

that you ensure your child’s belongings are clearly 

named. Each class teacher shall endeavor to assist 

your child in taking care of their belongings.  There 

are lost property boxes next to room 1, which is 

where “lost” items are placed.  We do not hold un-

named property indefinitely. 
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LEARNING PROGRAMMES

INFORMATION CENTRE 
Classes visit the information centre once a week and we 
are able to borrow one book for up to two weeks. Please 
help your child to remember to return their books so 
they can borrow new ones.  Rm 13 and Rm 14 will visit 
the library on Fridays. 

HOME LEARNING 
Your child will have a poem or nursery rhyme each 

week to read and practise.  Talking to your child is an 

important part of their oral language development.  

Talk to them about their day and read to them at 

bedtime.  Remember to make reading together a fun 

time.  They will also have several foundation skills to 

practise, these can be found in the weekly class letter 

that will come home.  This will also outline some maths 

skills to practise too. 

PARENT HELPERS 
Parent help is an essential part of classroom 

organisation especially during literacy, numeracy, 

swimming and PMP.  Teachers often need help in lesson 

preparation as well.  Let your child’s teacher know if 

you can help (even ten minutes can make a big 

difference). 

OPEN DOOR 
Our classrooms all have an “open door” and enjoy 

and encourage parents to visit. However, please respect 

our teachers’ busy schedules.  If you wish to discuss 

your child’s learning or have any worries, make a 

suitable time with your child’s teacher to come and 

talk. 

We have staff meetings on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays at 3.15pm so we are not available on these 

afternoons. Remember, we love sharing your child’s 

progress with you. 

ASSEMBLIES 
We celebrate children’s successes publicly once a 

week.  On odd weeks on Fridays at 9am we join the 

whole school in the hall (may be cancelled if too wet). 

On even weeks, Transition and Year One classes will 

meet to celebrate their successes at the same time.   

You are welcome to attend either or both assemblies. 

LEARNING INDEPENDENCE 
Please encourage independence and allow your 

child to do what they can do for themselves eg. pack 

their school bag, remembering book bags, togs, return 

slips, hanging up own bags at school, taking out their 

book bags and putting them in the classroom, putting 

lunch orders in the right place, tying shoe laces etc. 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
There is a lot of whole school information on this 

w e b s i t e s h o u l d y o u w i s h t o v i s i t i t . 

www.murraysbay.school.nz 

We look forward to working together with you and 
your child. Should you have any questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to ask.  

We look forward to a fun filled Term. 
  Kind Regards 

Theresa Wells and Natasha Mc Murdo 

Transition Team 

http://www.murraysbay.school.nz
http://www.murraysbay.school.nz

